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4 DELAWARE BIVEB AT CAMDEN AND BACCOON CKEEK, N. J. 

derk in all probability has the document which gives the exact depth. 
There are three depth^ of water from Cooper Creek down. 

The Chairman. Without waiting for the document, it simply pro- 
poses, as I understand, to deepen the water at certain specified points 
in the Delaware River up to the city of Camden. 

Mr. Browning. I think it is an 18-foot project practically all the 
way down. It will eventually have to be dredged to the depth of the 
Philadelphia project, because the commerce of Camden is going to 
increase rapidly. The wharves in Philadelphia are very much con- 
gested, and of coui-se much business will have to come over to our 
side. 

The other project I am interested in 

The Chairman (interposing). Just one moment. I can give you 
that information now. The new project or the modification provides 
for the deepening of the Delaware Biver from Philadelphia to the 
sea by providing in the vicinity of Camden a depth of 18 feet from 
that depth north of Cooper Point to Kaighu Point feriT. and 30 feet 
from the latter point to Newton Creek, these depths to extend from 
the present projected 35-foot channel to a line parallel with and 60 
feet distant from the establislied pier-head line, at an estimated cost 
of $80,080, provided local interest will contribute $15,000 to the work. 

Mr. Browning. That is coiTect. Local interests have promised to 
contribute that amount of money. 

The Chairman. Now as to the other project. 

Mr. Browning. The other project is the Raccoon Creek project. 
Baccoon Ci*eck, a distance of about 10 miles to Swedesboro, carries 
more commerce than any stream that empties into the Delaware River 
ttcept Christiana Creek at Wilmington. According to the engineers* 
report there are 34 vessels using 21 landings. Their principal prod- 
ucts are farm pn)duce. Nearly all the produce that is carried from 
that vicinity to Baltimore and Philadelphia is carried by barges. It 
is the greatest producing part of our State. There is also an immense 
amount of produce carried to New York and Boston, but that has 
gone entirely by railroad. 

The Chairman. What kind of produce ? 

Mr. Browning. All kinds, commencing with early tomatoes and 
corn, canteloupes, and potatoes. It is a great white potato and sweet 
potato country. 

Mr. Kennedy. I notice your commerce on Raccoon Creek fell oflF 
about 60 per cent from 1913 to 1917. How do you account for that} 

Mr. Browning. I could not tell you. In all probability it was 
when they did not have sufficient boats. 

Mr. Kennedy. In lJ>l(i they do not show any commerce at nil, and 
it struck mo that probably tlie boats were off at that time. 

Mr. BuowNiN(;. Oh, no: I do not think so. because it is the only 
way thev send their produce to Philadelphia and Baltiniore. 

Mr. IvENNEDY. The commerce is again listed for 1917, but only 
87,000 tons, whereas jvou had 89,000 tons in 1913. 

The Chairman. You will notice the statcMuent under the figure 1 
with reference to 1916, which attempts to explain that. 

Mr. Kennedy. That was probably haukMl by a number of little 
boats and there was no record made of it. 
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Mr. Browning. This is a project practically for building a dike 
to preserve the work that has been done there. It is not an expensive 
project, and I hope the committee can see its way clear to include 
these two projects in the bill. 

Mr. Scully. What is the estimated cost of that project, Mr. 
Browning ? 

Mr. Browning. About $39,000. 

Mr. E[bnnedt. And this is about the only way those people have 
to get their products to market. 

Mr. Browning. Yes; practically. It would be a long distance to 
haul their produce by teams ; in fact, it could not be done except by 
motor truck. They send all their produce to Philadelphia and to 
Baltimore over this stream by barges. There is not a place in New 
Jersey that has the shipping they have from Swedesboro. 

Mr. Cleary. Where does that stream enter the Delaware Kiver? 

Mr. Browning. Nearly opposite Wilmington. 

Mr. Moore. Below Chester, Mr. Browning, on the Philadelphia 
side. 

The Chairman. The report says about 20 miles below Philadel- 
phia. 

Mr. Browning. Yes; about 20 miles, I should judge, and the 
stream is about 10 miles from Swedesboro to its mouth. 

The Chairman. Mr. Browning, the committee will certainly give 
careful consideration to both of these projects, and I agree with 
you, imless the engineers can show something to the contrary, that 
your' improvement opposite Camden ou^ht to be linked up with the 
project of the Delaware Kiver from Philadelphia to the sea. 

Mr. Browning. The engineers have always told me that. I have 
no objection to that at all just so the money is appropriated so we 
can spend it on the New Jersey side of the river. 
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